GRASSROOT DEMOCRACY PART II: 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN RURAL AREAS
1. Gram Sabha
Meaning: The Gram Sabha is the general body of all adult members (18 years and above) living in a village.
It is the foundation of the Panchayati Raj System.
Composition: All adult residents of the village who have their names in the voter list.
Head: The Sarpanch is the head or presiding officer of the Gram Sabha.
Functions:
· Approves the plans and programmes of the Gram Panchayat.
· Reviews the work done by the Gram Panchayat.
· Decides how the village funds will be spent.
· Ensures proper use of money for development works.
· Identifies beneficiaries for government schemes.

2. Gram Panchayat
Meaning: The Gram Panchayat is the executive body that carries out the decisions of the Gram Sabha.
It looks after the daily administration of the village.
Composition:
· Members are elected directly by the villagers.
· The number of members depends on the population of the village.
· Includes a Sarpanch (head) and Panchs (members).
· The term is 5 years.
Head: The Sarpanch is the head of the Gram Panchayat.
· The Secretary is a government employee who helps the Sarpanch and keeps records.
Functions:
· Maintenance of village roads, wells, and ponds.
· Supply of clean drinking water.
· Sanitation and cleanliness.
· Organizing literacy and health programmes.
· Collection of local taxes.
· Implementing government schemes like rural employment, housing, etc.

3. Panchayat Samiti (Block or Taluka Level)
Meaning:
The Panchayat Samiti is the middle level of the Panchayati Raj System.
It connects the village panchayats with the district administration.
Composition:
· Members are elected from the villages within the block.
· Includes Block Development Officer (BDO), MLAs, MPs, and representatives of women and Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes.
Head:
· The Chairperson is the head of the Panchayat Samiti.
· The BDO acts as the executive officer.
Functions:
· Plans and coordinates development programmes for all Gram Panchayats in the block.
· Supervises the work of Gram Panchayats.
· Promotes agriculture, education, health, and cottage industries.
· Implements government schemes for rural development.

4. Zila Parishad (District Level)
Meaning: The Zila Parishad is the top tier of the Panchayati Raj System.
It works at the district level and coordinates the work of all Panchayat Samitis in the district.
Composition:
· Members are elected from all the blocks in the district.
· Includes MPs, MLAs, District Collector, and representatives of women and Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes.
Head:
· The President or Chairperson is the head of the Zila Parishad.
· The Chief Executive Officer (CEO), a government officer, helps in administration.
Functions:
· Approves district-level plans and development programmes.
· Provides funds to Panchayat Samitis.
· Supervises and coordinates their work.
· Maintains district roads, hospitals, and schools.
· Encourages agriculture, industry, and social welfare activities.



